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Abstract
The patterns of crime and punishment have changed significantly over the years in the United States. The dynamics in approaches to cases of murder, interviewing of suspects and making arrests is due to disruption of social life, roiling race relations, domestic and international radicalization, and distortion of political institutions (Adler, 2015). Violent crimes and extremism have also escalated increasing cases of murder and robbery, especially in the urban regions. The criminals are now more vicious than before. These issues form the foundation for the current study investing measures that can be taken to address these vices in relation to crime and murder.
Blumstein, A. (2006). The Crime Drop in America: an Exploration of Some Recent Crime Trends. Journal of Scandinavian Studies in Criminology and Crime Prevention, 7(1), 17-35. https://doi.org/10.1080/14043850601037938.
The article focuses on investigation and critical analysis on the trend of homicide cases in the United States. In this article, escalation in violent crimes such as children gangs committing criminal activities using guns is explained. Research collects quantitative data where descriptive analysis is presented in exploring factor contributing to increasing in rate of crime. The author cites positive but complex correlation between illicit drug markets and violent crimes that is a major cause of murder. The article suggests efforts to lower the rate of homicide cases by promoting socialization among young people at the same providing them with proper training to fit in the dynamic global economy.
Zimring, F. E., & Arsiniega, B. (2015). Trends in Killings of and by Police: A Preliminary Analysis. Ohio State Journal of Criminal Law, 13(1), 247-264.
The article focus on trends associated with the killing of and by police in the United States. The author collected quantitative data from the police and other agencies for criminal investigations. The study found that killings involving the use of firearms were the highest at 73.3%. Most of those killed by police comprise of the Whites forming 62% while 36% comprises of the blacks. Police were also found to be under threat by criminal gangs using knives and other blunt objects that have contributed to a significant number of police killed. Instrumentality in the article dictates that character of victims of assault attacks is a significant determinant of fatal outcomes such as murder. 
Blumstein, A., & Rosenfeld, R. (1998). Explaining Recent Trends in U.S. Homicide Rates. Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, 88(4), 1175-1216. https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=6976&context=jclc.
The article explores trends in crime rate in the United States. The article finds a decline in crime rate between 1993 and 2000 by over 40% for robberies and murder cases. The factors explored comprise of incarceration, policing and gun control, dynamics in demographic composition, and a crackdown on drug trafficking. Recruitment of children into crack markets is placed as priority cause of violent crimes causing young people to acquire handguns. During this period, the young people were absorbed in the highly growing economy. Another cause of the decline in violent crimes and murder between 1993 and 2000 was reducing crime among those aged above 30 year due to incapacitation effect.
McDowall, D., & Loftin, C. (2005). Are U.S. Crime Rate Trends Historically Contingent? Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 42(4), 359 - 383. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022427804270050.
From the traditional approach to crime rate trends, there is a linear and constant trends in the crime rate. The author engages in critical analysis of quantitative data and contingency theories that emphasize on changes in crime-generating mechanisms. From the contingency approach, there is the non-linear rate that is dependent on current conditions. Therefore, future trends in the rate of crime can vary dependent on future environment.
Chen, E. Y. (2008). Impacts of ‘Three Strikes and You're Out on Crime Trends in California and throughout the United States. Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice, 24(4), 345-370. https://scholarcommons.scu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1008&context=poli_sci.
The article critically analyzes the significance of Three Strikes on the crime rate in California and entire the United States through a cross-sectional time series involving state-level data collected from 1986 to 2005. The model focuses on incapacitation and deterrence effects that tend to control pre-existing trends in policy, demographic and economic factors. Three Strikes law was demonstrated as an effective approach to reducing robbery and burglary crimes. Additionally, the Three Strikes law tends to cause a decline in murder rates.  
Kurzman, C., Kamal, A., & Yazdiha, H. (2017). Ideology and Threat Assessment: Law Enforcement Evaluation of Muslim and Right-Wing Extremism. Socius: Sociological Research for a Dynamic World, 3, 1–13. http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2378023117704771.
The article assesses whether ideology evaluation affects threat of violent extremism. Data was collected using a survey to collect quantitative data in the United States. The study found that growing polarization of attitude regarding Muslims in the United States and challenges in counter-terrorism policies results to increasing cases of violent extremism. Violent extremism cases have escalated domestically in the United States which require appropriate counter-terrorism policies.
Kates, D. B., & Mauser, G. (2007). Would Banning the  Firearms Reduce Murder And Suicide? A Review of International and Some Domestic Evidence. Harvard Journal of Law & Public Policy, 30, 650-685. 
The article analyzes whether banning firearms through gun control policy could reduce murder crimes in the United States. Comparing ownership of guns in the United States, Canada, England, and Switzerland reveals that demonstrating an insignificant correlation between gun ownership rate and rate of murder crimes. However, the study found that regions with a high population of youths were likely to experience a higher rate of murder crimes.
Cerdá, M., Morenoff, J. D., Hansen, B. B., Tessari Hicks, K. J., Duque, L. F., Restrepo, A., & Diez-Roux, A. V. (2012). Reducing Violence by Transforming Neighborhoods: A Natural Experiment in Medellín, Colombia. American Journal of Epidemiology, 175(10): 1045–1053. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3353133/.
The author assesses neighborhood-level interventions in the prevention of murder crimes. The case presented in the article was in Colombia, which could also be replicated in the United States. The exogenous change impact was assessed in relation to violence and crime. The study involved a longitudinal sample comprising of 466 residents and homicide records from Public Prosecutor's office. Neighborhood-interventions were found to reduce homicide cases by 64%. Reports of violence also decreased by 75% in the neighborhood intervention was tested. Therefore, interventions involving physical infrastructure could be effective measures for reducing violence. 
Dillbeck, M. C., & Cavanaugh, K. L. (2016). Societal Violence and Collective Consciousness Reduction of U.S. Homicide and Urban Violent Crime Rates. SAGE Journals, 6(2), https://doi.org/10.1177/2158244016637891
The article tests two models namely TM-Sidhi and Transcendental Meditation (TM) on whether they reduced the violent and homicide crimes. The author used quasi-experiment design to analyse the quantitative data from 206 cities as a sample. In agreement with the hypothesis, there was practical and statistical significant change in reduction of both violent and homicide crimes during the intervention period.
Walby, S., Towers, J., & Francis, B. (2015). Is Violent Crime Increasing or a Decreasing? The New Methodology to Measure the Repeat Attacks Making Visible the Significance of Gender and Domestic Relations. The British Journal of Criminology, 56(6), 1203–1234, https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azv131.
The study involved investigation of crime rate trends in Wales and England for the period between 1994 and 2014. Quantitative data was collected and analyzed using the regression and moving averages analysis.  The study found that the reducing violent crimes and homicide stopped accelerated by economic, demographic and social dynamics. The study also corresponded rise of violent crimes and homicide with economic recession for 2008/2009. Therefore, social, economic and demographic factors could be manipulated to enforce measures to reduce crime rates in the United States.
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